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ND JUST LIKE THAT, 
THE BIG DAY ARRIVED. 
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FRONT POOR 
BY TWILIGHT. , 

LADY BEAUTY, LORD BEAST, HOW 
GRAND YOU BOTH LOOK TONIGHT. AND 
TILL BE A ROGUE IF YOU DON'T LOOK 
COMPLETELY HUMAN AGAIN, 
SIR, CONGRATULATIONS. 

ITS My WIFE'S FAULT. 
SHE LOVES EVERYTHING 

ABOUT THIS DAY--INCLUDING 
ME, ITSEEMS -- ENOUGH 
TO laa ME HANPSOME 

CAN. 

Wie PROMISED, “i ee m1 MY LOVE. 

FABLETOWN'S GRANDPEST 
EVENT OF THE YEAR, LIKE 
CHRISTMAS ANP FOURTH 
OF JULY MULTIPLIED MANY 
9 TIMES OVER. 
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OHNO, GIR, TICKETON 
ARE TAKEN AT THE 
BALLROOM DOOR, 
UPON THE NINE - 
TEENTH FLOOR. VL 
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COME ON, I WANT 
TO BUY A FEW MORE 
TICKETS BEFORE 
THE DRAWING 

TONIGHT, 

CAN'TAFFORD-- JF 
Mae ALLFORTHE < 

CHANCE OF 
WINNING A KINGDOM 
IN A PLACE WE CAN'T 
GET TO EVER 

Y WE ALREADY HAVE OUR OWN 
WORTHLE6S LANDS AND CASTLE, 

LOST FOREVER IN THE 
HOMELANDS. 

WHY GO INTO 
HOCK TO WIN MORE (4 
LOSTLANDS AND XG 
ANOTHER ier 
USELESS 
TITLE2 

ATTH 
SECURITY DESK, 
MA'AM, JUST 
INSIDE, 



oy Si 
BUT STILL WORKING % DON'T XAHUNDRED DOLLARS 
FOR MINIMUM WAGE }SPO/LTHE \ATICKET, BUT FIFTY 
INA BOOKSTORE. _/ EVENING, ) DOLLARS OFF IF YOU 

DARLING, A_ BUY FIVE AT ATIME. 

BECAUSE THEY WERE YOUR LANDS AND YOUR 
TITLE. I WAS TUSTA PEASANTGIRL WHO 
MARRIED INTO MONEY, I WANT 
SOMETHING OF MY OWN. 

Ts 
IF LWIN, TILL 

BE A PRINCESS 
IN MY OWN RIGHT. 

THIS I$ MARVELOUS, SNOW. DO YOU SEE ALL SORTS OF THINGS NEVER 
NOW WHY I NEEDED YOUR HELP2 ITNEVER Wf OCCLIR TO YOU, DEAR, I SUPPOSE LA” 
WOULD HAVE OCCLIRRED TO ME THAT THE BEST AL IT WOULD HAVE BEEN TOO MUCH 
WAY TO SELL MY ROYAL TITLE WAS TO JO EXPECT TO BE BORN Xy 

HOLD A LOTTERY. I\, SMART AS WELL AS | 
PRIVILEGED. 
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LOVELY. WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT S0 MANY 
WOULP WILLINGLY SPEND SOMUCH FORASLIGHT 
CHANCE TO WIN ABSOLUTELY NOTHING OF 

SUBSTANCE2 

AS OF THIS MORNING, WE WERE 
CLOSING IN ON THREE HUNDRED 
GRAND, BUT SALES HAVE 
PICKED UP TODAY. I'D BE 
SURPRISED IF WE HAVEN'T 
DOHWBLEP THAT AMOUNT 

BY NOW. 

HAVE WE MADE 

NO WONDER THEY 
CALL LOTTERIES TAXES 
ON STUPID PEOPLE. 



Wa 
ARE YOU GOING TO ACTLIKE THIS ALLWIGHT2\ | ISN'T THERE A STATUTE OF LIMITATIONG ON PLAYING THE 
WHEN DIP YOU FORGET HOWTO ENJOY YOUR- | | POOR ABUSED VICTIM2 WHY DWELL ON ONE LINFOR- 
SELF2 IT SWEAR YOU'VE HAD THAT SAME TUNATE INCIDENT $0 LONG AGOZ YOU'RE LOVELY, 
SCOWL ON YOUR FACE FOR THE PAST AND ETERNALLY YOUNG. MAKE THE 
THREE OR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. fee, MOST OF IT, SNOW BUNNY. 

LSS MOVE ON, 
YOH OUGHT TO 

KNOW. YOU HELPED 
PLT IT THERE. 

IN FACT, TONIGHT YOU'RE AN EXCEPTIONALLY VHONEY, IF WE DON'T PARDON ME; BUT \\ 
LOVELY WOMAN. DID YOU DRESS UP FOR ANY- HURRY UPSTAIRS, WE'LL YOU'VE SUDDENLY 
ONE IN PARTICULAR, OR IS THIS FOR MY. MISS THE SACRED £ (GROWN WEARISOME 

BENEFIT2 READING, ers 

DO TRY TO HAVE A PLEASANT Hi: -- BEFORE YOU OFFICIALLY 
FINAL EVENING AS A FORMER BECOME JUST ANOTHER 

SOMEBOPpY-- NOBOLY. 
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: “ONCE WE WEREA THOUSAND. = as 

x Aa, | SEPARATE KINGDOMS, SPREAD 
ey 

Z OVER A HUNDRED MAGIC WORLDS. 2 = ) 
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4 Bat] “WE WERE KINGS 
AND COBBLERS. F 

ESN a a 

yas ~ By 
Us 
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\ Us 
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“AND FROM THE GRANDEST J 
LORD 0 THE LOWLIEST f \ / td \i 

PEAGANT GIRL, WE WERE Wau = 
U FoR THe MOstrART NG IY, 
STRANGERS ONE TO ANOTHER! | Sy Y 
& Te ONS TCSII SSG 
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“BEYOND THE FARTHEST 
SHORES OF NEVER, THE 
ADVERSARYLIVED INA 
REMOTE KINGDOM, 
IGNORED BY OTHER. 
POWERS AS HIS 
STRENGTH ANDAMBI- 
TIONS GREW OVER 

“SOME SAY HEWAS A MERE i) 
WOODLAND &PRITE, WHILE | 
OTHERS CLAIM HE WAS 

ONCE AGOP-- 

\.- THROWN DOWN 
VAST HEAVENS WHEN HIS 
CORRUPTIONS HAD BECOME § 
TOO GREAT FORHISLOFTY il 
BRETH 

i 
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“WHATEVER HIS TRUE 
ORIGINS, HE GREW INTO 
A DARK THING OF 
INFINITE HUNGER, 

y WAND AFTER HE'D CONQUERED 
‘ HIS OWN LANDS, PUTTING 
mY EACH OF ITS FORMER KINGS 

Z LE; JO THE SWORD, HE TURNED HIS 
‘ BM) UNQUENCHABLE APPETITES , 

— INOWR DIRECTION. 
eam @& 

“WHEN THE EMERALD KINGDOM 
FELL WE TISK-TISKED AND THT- 
TUTTED IN OUR HOMES,,, 

J WERE ALWAYS opp 
FOLKS, AND EVER 

AWAY. 

\ 
] THOSE UNFORTUNATE SOLILG, 

BUT WE WEREN'T TEMPTED 



"THEN THE KINGDOM OF THE 
GREAT LION FELL, ANPAGAIN 
WE DID NOTHING, BECAUSE WE 
ALWAYS FOUND THE OLDLION 
TO BEA BIT TOO POMPOUS 
AND HOLIER-THAN-THOH 

FOR OUR TASTES. 

S 7 
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LANDS FELL UNDER THE ADVER- 
SARY'S DOMINION, SWALLOWED 
UP INTO HIS EVER GROWING 
EMPIRE. HAD WE BANDED TO - 
GETHER EARLY, WE M/GHT HAVE 
BEEN ABLE TO STOP HIM, 

De weit 

DM \ 
WAND ONE BYONE, OUR SCATTERED y 

"BY THE TIME WE REALIZED THAT HE WASN'T 
MERELY INTERESTED IN CONQUERING THAT 

Big LAND OR THOSE PEOPLE--THAT HE WAS 
(Ne COMING AFTERALL OF US: 
( Sey 
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wk SOT Paha NY ( 

‘dl “HE'D GROWN TOO [TINKONG 
ee POW W 
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ERFUL, 
WE 
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“MANY OF US Don'r Ea 
HAVE THE CHANCE ¥ 

TO RUN." 
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“SOME OF US SURVIVED, TOO FEW. 
ALONE, OR INSMALL GROUPS, OVER [ill off 

| THE SPAN OF MANY YEARS--DF LIFETIMES-- 1/16 
| WE HID AND RAN ANP AVOIDED CAPTURE. 

“LINTIL WE COULD MAKE OUR WAY HERE, TO THI6 DREARY MUNDANE PLACE‘ 
THE ONE WORLD THE ADVERGARY SEEMEP TO TAKE NO INTEREST IN .” 

this 
: 15 make our way her€, to 

Until we ondant 
lace: the on€ sie the 

Seveary seemed to take 
10 interest 1- 

And here, united by our com
mon enemy, 

=- ALLIED IN OUR UNDYING MEMORY OF THE HOMELANDS, \ 
AND THE NSHAKABLE DETERMINATION THAT ONE DAY WE ) 

WILL RETURN TO WIN THOSE LANDS FREE OF THE 
HATEP ONE. J 

OLD GRUDGES. WE FORGAVE 
OUR MANY GRIEVANCES, TO 
MAKE COVENANT WITH 

EACH OTHER. 

AND NOW, 
PREDATOR ANP PREY, 
PRINCE ANP PAUPER, WE 

\ ARE ALL OFASINGLE 
COMMUNIT Y-- 
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LADIES AND b 
GENTLEMEN, LIFT. fi A 

YOUR GLASSES AND ; \\ Ss JO THE 
ft JOIN ME, PLEASE, IN HOMELANDS. 
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NELGEWHERE THROUGHOUT THE CITY, 
TONIGHT, IN PRIVATE HOMES... S% Z Z) MAA = 
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WAND IN THE UPSTATE HOMES, Pages 
WHERE OUR MORE INHUMAN 

MEMBERS DWELL..,, se 
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} OTHER GLA 
THOSE WHO COULDN'T BE WITH US 

N HERE TONIGHT BUT ARE STILL 
BM) CITIZENS OF FABLETOWN, ANDARE 

FORGET,” 



HAVE A GOOP TIME AT THIS 
RIDICULOUS CELEBRATION. 

? OF COURSE I DID. BUT WHO KNEW 
I'D HAVE TO STAY A BOY FOREVER? 
THE DITZY BITCH INTERPRETED 

MY WISH TOO L/TERALLY. 

~ 

HAVEN'T SEEN YOH 
iN AWHILE, 

Na 
B ENJOYING ¥ |e 

(hs BD) THE PARTY Za 0 
) > ay 4 

BECAUSE, SOONER OR 
LATER, THAT BLUE FAIRY, 
WHO TURNED ME INTO A 
REAL BOY, IS GOING 
TO SHOW HER FACE 
AT ONE OF THESE 
THINGS, ANDIM 
GOING TOKICK | 
HER PRETTY 
AZURE ASS. 

THOUGHT YOU 
WANTED TO 
BECOME A 
REAL BOY. 

I'M OVER THREE 
CENTURIES OLD AND 
TST7/LL HAVEN'T GONE 

THROUGH PUBERTY, 

YI WANT IO S 
GROW UP, I WANT 
MY BALLS TO DROP, 
ANP I WANT 10 



BUT WE'RE MISSING )V TRY TOGET ITINTO YOUR THICK SKULLS 
THE PARTY! THAT YOU'RE NOT ONLY GOING TO MISS 

THIS. REMEMBRANCE PAY CELEBRATION 
BUT THE NEXT ONE HUNDPREP OF THEM , 

x1! 

anil 
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I'VE GOT ENOUGH ON YOU TWO 
TO SEND YOU BOTH UP TO THE FARM 

QUIT YOUR DAMNED 
BITCHING ANP 

CRYING. 

is 2 = en 
Wy In| up BUT MAYBE 
THERE'S AWAY FOR’ 
ALLOF US TOAVOID 

THAT HARSH PS ee A 

GHUT UP, YOU oS 
SURE, YOU GOT BLUE- PATHETIC, BLEATING \\ 
BEARD HERE BECAUSE Ve : CHILO. i WA 
YOU CAUGHT HIM REP- ; 
HANDED TORTURING 

1 BUT YOU'VE 
GOT NOTHING ON 
ME -- NOTHING 
YOU CAN PROVE, 

ANYWAY. 

Ww =~ 
YOU'RE ABOUT TO FIND OUT EXACTLY HOW | | BLUEBEARD, YOU'VEGOT JUST ENOUGH © AND TA/S TIME LEAVE THE , 
MUCH I CAN PROVE. BUT UNTIL I BRING TIME TO CLEAN UPAND GET YOUR ANNUAL GUNS, DAGGERS AND BATTLE 
THE HAMMER DOWN, YOU CAN BOTH GO DONATION INTOOUR BELOVED MAYOR'S _ AXES AT HOME, PLEASE. 
TO WHAT'S LEFT OF THE PARTY--PROVIDED | | POCKET-- WHICH WILL REMIND US WHAT ; 

\ YOU STAY AT LEAST A DOZEN YARDS A GOOD ANP SUPPORT- 
bh. AWAY FROM EACH OTHER AT BZ 

ALL TIMES. 

FORA BIT. THEN YOU'RE GOING 10 DEMONSTRATE Fa 
YOUR HELPFUL NATURE BY DELIVERING A BE — 
MESSAGE FROM ME TO ONE OF THE # 

PARTY GUESTS. 

WHY DON'T YOU 
RUN YOUR OWN 
DAMNED ERRANPS2 



Y NO NO NO! TOO MUCH STIRRING! 
T OWED MISSED 100 MUCH OF THE PARTY, gee nh aaa 

BUT MOSTLY BECAUSE THIS IS 
WHAT YOU HAVE 10 DO IF YOU WANT 

TO KEEP YOUR FREEDOM." 

LYSAID RED 
ONIONS! 

—__=|| OUT OF THE GOOSE 
— LIVER. SHOULD WE eS . 

PUT OUTMORE j 55) tuzey 

: UP AND YOU SLOW 
BETTER PUT DOWN! EVERY- 

OUT MORE OF & THING MUST BE 
SOMETHING FAST. ¥Ra\ COORPINATEP TO 
THIS CROWOS 
EATING ANYTHING 

IN SIGHT, 
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I FINALLY fo / 
Fa NACE IT. & 

OH GOSH. 
I SURE HOPE 

NOT. 
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— 
THERE YOU 

ARE. DON'T YOU 

Sv, Z 
te eal | 

4 
50 ITS NOT AS NM MYGOD, AREYOU | 
IF YOUIDSUFFER \ COMPLETELY 
ANY EMBARRASS-] DEVOID OF 
MENT IF I NEVER SOCIAL 
SHOWED. SKILLSZ 

BEEN $1000 [SS 
LP. = 

sg 
ff ye 

Res c,° aC 
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NO MATTER, 
YOU ALWAYS GO 
TO THIS THING 
STAG, RIGHTZ 

SCHEME TO 
CATCH My 

SISTER'S 
KILLER2 

Y put YOUR HANDS HEREAND HERE. ALITTLE MOR 

GENTLY, PLEASE. I'M NOTSOME SUSPECT YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO WRESTLE TO THE GROUND. NOW, FOLLOW 

an 

Y coup Be. Now,\ / You've NEVER \jj 
DANCED ii 

MY LEAP AND TRY 10 STAY OFF MY FEET. 

SHOW ME HOW 
WE DO THIS. ~\ A BEFORE? 



Poo rtanyway, \/602WHYWOLLD \ | PERHAPS WOMEN WEAR LOW NECK- 

LINE LIKE THAT NF 
YOU DIDN'T WANT 
PEOPLE TO 

MISTER WOLF, YOU'VE GOT 
S0ME CoOL MOVES! 

DON'TASK ff 
, (ME. DANCING ) $) 

STOMPING ALL 
OVER MINE. 

A VERY BAD IDEA. 
Z DIPN'T ANTICIPATE 

BEINGw 

ANP I'LL LET YOU INONA BIGSECRET.| | THEY KEEP THE GOOP STUFF LOCKED 
THE CATERERS ALWAYS SIGAL THE AWAY IN THE BACK, THEN SNEAK IT 
BEST OF THE REAL DELICACIES FOR 



IF YOU LIKE, WECAN RAID THE 5 i OF COURSE. ROSEWAS A PARTY 
KITCHEN AND MAKE THOSE SR WHATS WHAT2_) \ GIRL! PEOPLE--FABLEANP MUNDY 
PIRATES SURRENDER A SHARE = elf ALIKE-- WERE IN ANP OLTOF HER 
OF THE LOOT, IN EXCHANGE FOR YOU UST SOLVEP N\A \2 Ty | APARTMENT CONSTANTLY, OFTEN 
NOT BLOWING THE WHISTLE THE LAST NAGGING BIT IL) | WHETHER SHE WAS THERE OR NOT. 

SHE PUT THE PADLOCK ON HER 
FREEZER TO KEEP ANYONE FROM 

GETTING AT THE GOOP STUFF! 

IT WASN'T REALLY IMPORTANT, : THEN SPREAD THE WORD--DISCREETLY, 
BUT IT WAS THE ONLY PIECE ANYONE WHO'S INTERESTED IN WHAT 

‘| HAPPENED, ANP WHO DID IT, SHOULD 
HEAP UPSTAIRS TO KING COLES 
TERRACE --RIGHTAFTER THE 

| WW = LOTTERY DRAWING. 
7 DO YOU WANT —— —_~ i 
TO KNOW WHO KILLED "!| = 

ROSE RED? 

SIS oe 
yr wi} 
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a ss ROYAL NIBS KNOW 
YOU SNEAK UP HERE 
TOUSE HIS POOL WHEN 
HES NOTAROUNPZ 

ee ww 

CA ‘Ce “ DID YOU FINIGH Wl (THAT'S PRINCE JACK TO 
YOUR ERRANDS, YOU, COMMONER. 

Pn, PONT TELL 
ME wt 

7 YUP. WON 
Stwy/ THE GopraNn Y 

SA] LOTTERY--ANDI 
ONLY BOUGHT A 
SINGLE TICKET 
ON ALARK, 



VION'T THAT A KICK IN THE NADS2 
ALL MY LIFE I'VE BEEN TRYING ONE 
CRAZY SCHEME AFTER ANOTHER TO 

MAKE IT BIG, ANPALL I HAP To 

DO WAS BUY A T/CKET. 

READY TO BEGIN 
YOUR SHOW2 IT LOOKS 
LIKE THE RHBES HAVE 

ARRIVED. 

TH 
MYSTERY NOVELS THIS 
15 CALLED THE "PARLOR 
SCENE,” WHERE THE 

TOO BAP ITS ALL 
WORTHLEES. ABOUT THE DAY WHEN 

WE'LL KICK THE ADVER- 
SARYG ASS OUT OF OUR 
OLPLANPS-~- INCLUDING 
MY NEW OLD LANPS 
NOW-- BUT ANYONE 
WHOS NOTA ROMAN - 
TIC FOOL KNOWS [T'S 
NEVER GOING TO 

HAPPEN. 
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18 15 JT. \N THE IF THIS WERE A WORK OF FICTION, 
THE AUTHOR WOULP PAUSE THE STORY 
HERE TO ASK THE READERS IF THEY'P 

PUT ALL THE CLUES TOGETHER vs =\ “CLEVER DETECTIVE is 
S REVEALB ALL. : er = 

_ 
rt n iis 

Wen | i} 
pa Ge S et Mite f 
Hi Bills 4 revaut if 

Vie Cid SY ar i i / Z iy, 

i" Nai que rill 

: ni | | ney | AAs Zi alin Ty pill di 

eaeay Ni cane \ bk [IED pe om ag am sae 4 aes 

OH OD v— 
= = = Pagid lg = 

Me ZORRY, SIR, BUT INOUR SECRET 
HEARTS EVERY REAL COPLONGS 
FORA MOMENT LIKE THIS, ANP 
DAMN FEW GET ONE. INDULGE 

ME, PLEASE. 
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LADIES AND 

GENTLEMEN, I Give \I MM I 
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RETURN TO 
YOUR SEATE-- 

if 

b 34 
\ b 

r HOW DID You-- EVERYONE CALM DOWN, 

WHY WOULD? Ao || S/7 DOWN, AND STOP 
YOU PUTUS ALL Gia WON ZALKING FOR JUST 

23 AMOMENT-- 

--AND Z/LL TELL YOU 
ALL WHATSHEDID, HOW 
SHE DIP IT AND WHY 

SHE DID IT. 

f NEXT: THE Bee “4 ga: 




